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SIDEWALK WAIVER REQUEST STAFF REPORT              Date:  March 18, 2010 
 
NAME EBM Midtown Investments 
 
LOCATION 2607 & 2609 Cameron Street 

(South side of Cameron Street, 155’± West of Alexander 
Street) 

 
PRESENT ZONING B-2, Neighborhood Business 
 
ENGINEERING  
COMMENTS   It appears that construction of the sidewalk would not cause 
a flooding problem for the existing building; however, this is difficult to determine since the 
submitted cross sections do not depict the elevation of the existing building in relation to the top 
of the curb.  Construction of the sidewalk would require removal of either the existing row of 
shrubs or the existing crepe myrtle trees. 
 
URBAN FORESTRY   
COMMENTS   Property to be developed in compliance with state and local 
laws that pertain to tree preservation and protection on both city and private properties (State Act 
61-929 and City Code Chapters 57 and 64). 
 
Installation of a sidewalk along Cameron Street next to the existing 24 inch Water Oak Tree and 
Three Crape Myrtle Trees will have a negative impact on the existing tree roots. 
 
REMARKS The applicant is requesting a waiver of the sidewalk 
construction requirements along a portion of Cameron Street, starting approximately 155 feet 
west of Alexander Street, and continuing west approximately 200 feet.  The applicant is 
requesting a sidewalk waiver because of several different site conditions. 
 
First, the applicant states that the existence of a shrub row, three crepe myrtle trees used toward 
landscaping and buffer requirements, and a 24” Oak Tree whose root system will interfere with 
the sidewalk, and make construction of a sidewalk problematic.  Also in the area is an 
underground telephone fiber optic cable, running parallel to Cameron Street and serving the 
adjacent business “Global Tel Link.”  Finally, the applicant states that, East of the subject site, 
there is an existing building, sidewalk and shrubs located at the right-of-way line; a new 
sidewalk at this location could trap water next to the existing building and create the potential for 
flooding due to the existing topography. 
 
Comments from Urban Forestry indicate that the construction of a sidewalk along Cameron 
Street next to the existing 24 inch Water Oak Tree and Three Crape Myrtle Trees will have a 
negative impact on the existing tree roots.  City Engineering has similar comments. 
 
RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, it is recommended that this 
sidewalk waiver request along that portion of Cameron Street, starting approximately 155 feet 
west of Alexander Street, and continuing west approximately 200 feet, be approved. 
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