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BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT  
STAFF REPORT Date: June 4, 2012 
 
CASE NUMBER   5757 
 
APPLICANT NAME  Rosalyn Holderfield (I. D Associates, Agent) 
 
LOCATION 7460 Airport Boulevard 

(North side of Airport Boulevard, 476’± East of Alverson 
Road) 

 
VARIANCE REQUEST SIGNAGE: Sign Variances to allow a total of three wall 

signs and a single freestanding sign, with wall signs 
totaling 708 square feet, the freestanding sign totaling 
337.5 square feet per face and 50’ high for a single business 
site in a B-3, Community Business District. 

 
ZONING ORDINANCE 
REQUIREMENT SIGNAGE: The Zoning Ordinance allows a total of three 

signs (3 wall signs, or 2 wall signs and one freestanding 
sign), the maximum square footage for wall signs to be 350 
square feet, the maximum square footage for freestanding 
signs to be 1 square foot per linear foot of street frontage 
(189’) per face, the maximum height of signs to be 35’ high 
for a single business site in a B-3, Community Business 
District. 

  
ZONING    B-3, Community Business District. 
 
AREA OF PROPERTY  479,160 Square Feet /11.0± Acres 
 
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 
COMMENTS   No comments. 
 
CITY COUNCIL 
DISTRICT District 7
 
ANALYSIS    The applicant is requesting a Sign Variance to allow a total 
of four signs (3 wall signs and one freestanding sign), the square footage for wall signs to be 708 
square feet, the square footage for freestanding sign to be 337.5 square feet and the height of the 
freestanding sign to be 50-feet high. 
 
The applicant is requesting the increased square footage due to the size of the commercial 
building and its location within the site.  The wall signs proposed, total 708 square feet along 
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three different planes along the front facade of the building (560+ square feet and {2} 74+ square 
feet).   In addition, the applicant proposes a 50-foot tall illuminated double-sided pylon sign with 
337.5 square feet of signage per sign face. 
 
The Sign Regulations of the Zoning Ordinance allows two wall signs for a single-tenant site with 
a maximum square footage of 350 square feet, not to exceed 30% of the total square footage of 
the wall face.  For freestanding signage, the Ordinance states for a single tenant site, one square 
foot per linear foot of road frontage is allowed.  The approved Planned Unit Development site 
plan illustrates that this single tenant site/lot provides approximately 185+ feet of road frontage 
along Airport Boulevard; therefore, is allowed one freestanding sign no higher than 35-feet with 
185 square feet per side. 
 
The applicant states that the proposed 708 square footage of wall signs constitutes approximately 
7% of the square footage of 10,127 square feet building wall.  Whereas, the Zoning Ordinance 
allows 30% of the wall area; however, restricts the maximum to 350 square feet.  The applicant 
states that the height and total freestanding signage is restrictive in that the site is classified as a 
single business site; however, in reality it will have out parcels fronting Airport Boulevard.  IN 
addition, the applicant states that the site is in excess of 8.5+ acres with a terrain that dips along 
Airport Boulevard and is at a disadvantage due to the building being setback 500+ feet away 
from Airport Boulevard.  The applicant states that due to the size of the structure, shape of the 
site and the distance the building setbacks from the road frontage hinders compliance with the 
Sign Regulations and should be considered a hardship. 
 
The Zoning Ordinance states that no variance shall be granted where economics are the basis for 
the application; and, unless the Board is presented with sufficient evidence to find that the 
variance will not be contrary to the public interest, and that special conditions exist such that a 
literal enforcement of the Ordinance will result in an unnecessary hardship.  The Ordinance also 
states that a variance should not be approved unless the spirit and intent of the Ordinance is 
observed and substantial justice done to the applicant and the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Variances are not intended to be granted frequently.  The applicant must clearly show the Board 
that the request is due to very unusual characteristics of the property and that it satisfies the 
variance standards.  What constitutes unnecessary hardship and substantial justice is a matter to 
be determined from the facts and circumstances of each application. 
 
The applicant has stated reasons to allow the variance for wall signage exceeding the maximum 
allowable square footage; however, the three wall signs are not proposed to be located on one 
wall plane, the location of the large Academy sign would be considered one plane and the two 
architectural “A” are on two separate wall planes.  The 50-foot 337.4 square foot per side 
freestanding sign would allow the applicant to almost double the allowable size of the 
freestanding signage.  It would seem that the excessive wall signs (in number and size) could be 
considered insignificant if the main purpose of visibility or getting the message out that 
Academy is located at this location by the 337.5 square foot per sign face, 50-feet high 
freestanding sign. 
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RECOMMENDATION Based upon the preceding, this application is recommended 
for denial as no hardship or special circumstance exists.  
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