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MOBILE TREE COMMISSION  
STAFF REPORT Date: September 20, 2016  
 
APPLICANT NAME  Costorde, LLC 
  
 
LOCATION 2700 Spring Hill Avenue  

(Northwest corner of Spring Hill Avenue and Mobile Street) 
 
REQUEST    Remove Two ~6” Live Oaks from Mobile Street 
 
CITY COUNCIL  
DISTRICT District 1 
 
PRESENT ZONING B-3, Community Business 
 
HEALTH OF TREE   The trees appear to be in good health. 
 
CONTRIBUTING 
FACTORS     N/A 
 
ENGINEERING 
COMMENTS   The sidewalk does not have to be placed as it is currently 
shown on the Landscape plan. As the site currently stands there is sidewalk which passes around 
the trees in question. The plan could be modified to have the new sidewalk curve closer to Mobile 
Street in the vicinity of the trees then returning to its proposed location before reaching the northern 
end of the property. It is beneficial that the developer wants move the sidewalk away from the 
back of curb as it is today. Normally, the sidewalk is placed 1 foot off of the property line and 
separation distance from the roadway is desirable, however for such a short distance as would be 
needed to bypass the trees, it would be fine in this case to place it closer to the back of curb. 
 
That being said, with the proposed driveway being so close to the southernmost tree to be removed, 
it may prove difficult to properly curve the sidewalk in time to avoid the tree—plans illustrating 
this should be prepared and reviewed prior to determining if the sidewalk path would be 
acceptable. The northernmost tree does not appear that it would have any issues. 
 
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  
COMMENTS None 
 
URBAN FORESTRY 
COMMENTS . 
 
PLANNING 



# 2  P-2016-009 

COMMENTS The applicant is requesting the removal of two live oaks due 
to the proximity of the trees to a proposed sidewalk.  The applicant proposes replant two new trees 
nearby, but sufficiently far enough away from the new sidewalk as to reduce the risk of impact 
upon the sidewalk. 
 
MAWSS N/A 
 
ANALYSIS    The site, which is located at the Northwest corner of 
Spring Hill Avenue and Mobile Street, is being redeveloped as a new convenience 
store with gas pumps.  The site has been through the subdivision process to create a 
legal lot of record for the proposed redevelopment.  Due to the lot configuration and 
building location, a large live oak was required to be removed.  Due to the proposed 
relocation of the access to Mobile Street, there may be an impact on trees that are 
located in the ROW. 
 
As noted in the Engineering Comments, it is possible that the sidewalk location may 
be allowed to curve around at least one if not both of the trees that are being 
requested for removal.  The Right-of-Way Division has indicated that before 
determining whether or not the new sidewalk does in fact necessitate the removal of 
either tree, a review of how the sidewalk could be designed to curve around them is 
necessary. 
 
There is a major beautification project along Mobile Street which includes 
sidewalks, new street lights, and new tree plantings.  It seems ill advised to carte 
blanche approve removal of two trees without the submission of a drawing 
illustrating that there is not a design that would allow even one of those trees to be 
saved. 
 
RECOMMENDATION Based on the preceding, this request is recommended for 
holdover until the October 18th meeting to allow the applicant to submit drawings to 
illustrate how the sidewalk could be designed to save one if not both of the trees.  Design 
standards to be coordinated with the Right-of-Way Division of City Engineering.  Revised 
drawings to be submitted by September 30th.  
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